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SAN JOSE — Jessica remem-
bers her breaking point like it
happened yesterday.

It wasn’t when the man she
loved punched her in the face
and knocked her to the ground
as the kids slept in the next room.
It wasn’t when he dragged her
across the carpet by her hair.
And it wasn’t when he obsessively
checked her phone or demanded
she stop seeing her male friends.

The breaking point was when
he got a permit to carry a gun.
That’s when Jessica, who already
slept with a knife under her pil-
low, truly feared for her life.

“Once he got a gun, I was un-
der here,” Jessica said, tapping
the bottom of her tennis shoe. “I
knew my kids couldn’t lose me.”

Jessica, whose real name this
newspaper isn’t using to protect
her anonymity, endured a decade
of emotional and physical abuse.

HELPING FAMILIES
REBUILD THEIR LIVES

The Bill Wilson Center helped one woman
get her life with her two boys back on track

By Sharon Noguchi
snoguchi@bayareanewsgroup.com

U.S. students made modest
gains in math and science but
still lag significantly behind the
top tier of East Asian countries,
according to international test
scores released Tuesday.

On tests administered last
fall, students in Singapore
outscored other countries in
both science and math. Clus-
tered toward the top in math,
near Singapore’s 618 points for
fourth-graders and 621 points
for eighth-graders, were South
Korea, Taipei in Taiwan, Hong
Kong and Japan, and in science
also the Russian Federation and
Slovenia.

In math, U.S. fourth-
graders scored 539 on the
1-to-1,000-point test scale, clus-
tered with students in Kazakh-
stan, Portugal and Denmark.
U.S. eighth-graders scored
518 in math, close to Ire-
land, England and Slovenia.

International exams

US students lag
Asia in science
and math tests
On a positive note, eighth-grade girls
narrowed performance gap with boys

By Robert Salonga
rsalonga@bayareanewsgroup.com

SAN JOSE — One of two
men who escaped from the
Santa Clara County Main Jail
last week was captured late
Tuesday in the East Bay, ac-
cording to the Santa Clara
County Sheriff’s Office.

Laron Campbell, 26, of Palo
Alto, was taken into custody

near Antioch, said Sgt. Richard
Glennon, adding that details of
the arrest would likely be re-
leased late Wednesday.

Earlier Tuesday, deputies
staked out then descended on a
recreational vehicle parked on
an East San Jose street in their
hunt for Campbell and Rogelio
Chavez, 33, of San Jose, who re-
mains at large.

The location on Inman Way
was one of several spots tar-
geted in the county in the con-
tinuing search for associates of
Chavez, who broke out of jail
with Campbell the night before

One jail escapee captured near Antioch
Bay Area manhunt

Another remains at large
after escaping late week
from lockup in San Jose
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After finding the courage to leave her domestic abuser, Jessica, whose real name we are not using in order to protect her
anonymity, got help from the Bill Wilson Center to rebuild her life.

THE WISH BOOK SERIES
The Wish Book is an annual
project of the Mercury News
that invites readers to help their
neighbors.

WISH NO. 4
Help the Bill Wilson Center
expand its Family Advocacy
Services program, which helps
families who are homeless or
at risk of becoming homeless.
It provides housing assistance
and employment training,
and helps pay for utilities, gas,
transportation, clothing for
interviews and more. Services
for a family for a year are about
$1,800. A donation of $65,
for example, pays for laundry
supplies, and  $100 provides
groceries for a family.

HOW TO GIVE
Donate at wishbook.
mercurynews.com or clip the
coupon on Page B2

ONLINE EXTRA
Read previous Wish Book stories,
view photos and video
at wishbook.mercurynews.com.

MORE
ONLINE
To see
the 2015
results of
the Trends in
International
Mathematics
and Science
Study, go
to http://
timss2015.
org/.
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Sheriff's deputies on Tuesday check a house on
Inman Way in San Jose for escapees Rogelio Chavez
and Laron Campbell, who was later captured.

By Tatiana Sanchez
tsanchez@bayareanewsgroup.com

Silicon Valley’s young un-
documented residents are
nearly four times more likely
to drop out of high school, are
twice as likely to have low-pay-
ing, entry-level jobs and earn
about 28 percent less in median
wages than their U.S.-born or
documented peers, according
to a new report by the UCLA
Labor Center.

The report, which analyzes
census data from San Mateo
and Santa Clara counties, de-
tails the socioeconomic barriers
that undocumented immigrants
ages 18 to 32 face, including lack
of access to education, afford-
able housing and health care
as well as frequent discrimi-
nation. An estimated 14 per-
cent of Silicon Valley’s young
people — more than 70,000

Report:
Youth
facing
hurdles
Undocumented immigrants
confront economic, educational
barriers, despite area’s wealth

Silicon Valley

MORE
INSIDE
State college
leaders
make plea to
Donald Trump
to protect
students. See
Page B5.
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